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(Historiography and source base of the study) 

Abstract. 

The article systematizes and generalizes various scientific works aimed at studying the transformational 

changes in the agricultural sector of Ukraine during the first half of the 90s of the twentieth century. The source 

base, which can be used by researchers of agrarian relations in Ukraine, is considered. General scientific and 

historical research methods that can be used in the study of agar history of Ukraine are analyzed. 
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Formulation of the problem. With the proclama-

tion of Ukraine's state independence, a transitional pe-

riod in its history began. Understanding the essence of 

the transformations of Ukrainian society requires tak-

ing into account the fact that the transition from totali-

tarian to democratic regime in Ukraine began with Gor-

bachev's reforms, formed against the background of the 

struggle for sovereignty and independence of Ukraine, 

and since 1991 state-building processes. There was a 

need to rethink the historical past, develop state ideol-

ogy, adapt social structures to democratic principles of 

society, ensure political and ideological pluralism, cre-

ate a diversified economy, legislative protection of the 

rights and freedoms of citizens. Therefore, transfor-

mations in Ukraine during the first years of independ-

ence meant: change of political regime and state sys-

tem; transition from command-administrative planned 

economy to market mechanisms of socio-economic de-

velopment of the country. 

During the transition period, a set of legal 

measures aimed at ensuring the priority of laws over 

ideology, humanization of all social relations and the 

revival of man as a morally responsible person, the 

growth of his psychological thinking, political culture, 

responsibility for the state of affairs in production, par-

ticipation in socio-political life of the country. 

Radical changes in the political and economic sys-

tems of the country have radically affected the pro-

cesses in the agricultural sector - one of the most im-

portant components of the national economy of 

Ukraine. In the process of land reform, the pluralism of 

ownership and management was established here, and 

opportunities for business development were expanded. 

This was manifested, first, in the restoration of the role 

of the farmer as the owner of a certain share of land, 

property, products; secondly, in the revival of the 

farmer as a master with the right to organize his abilities 

to productive and creative work, to participate directly 

in solving economic and social problems; thirdly, in 

creating opportunities for monitoring the implementa-

tion of the laws of Ukraine on the agrarian-peasant is-

sue, the activities of persons who have the right to man-

age certain parts of the agricultural sector; fourth, in 

consolidating the rights of every citizen to participate 

in the activities of parties, movements, public organiza-

tions, to elect and be elected to public authorities; fifth, 

in expanding the opportunities to use the spiritual her-

itage of the Ukrainian people. 

The processes of state formation, changes in the 

political and economic systems, in the psychology and 

life of citizens, the transition to a market economy re-

quire comprehensive analytical consideration. There-

fore, research on the selected problem is of great theo-

retical and practical importance, are the most timely. 

The purpose of our article is to study the histori-

ography and source base of the study of transforma-

tional changes in the agricultural sector of Ukraine in 

the transition to a market economy. 

Presentation of the main research material. The 

relevance of the study is due to a number of important 

factors of a national nature. 

First, the place and role of the agricultural sector 

in the economic and socio-political life of Ukraine. Its 

employees create food for all citizens, raw materials for 

a number of industries and provide other needs of the 

country. The demand of the population of Ukraine for 

consumer goods is largely met by this important sector 

of the economy. 

There is a dialectical relationship between the ag-

ricultural sector and the vast majority of industries. 

More than 60% of gross agricultural output goes to in-

dustrial processing. The share of products used in the 

agricultural sector for production needs (seeds, feed, 

etc.) is 20%. About 30 light and food industries work 

directly on agricultural raw materials and twice as 

many - on raw materials and semi-finished products of 

agricultural origin. At the same time, agriculture uses 

the products of more than 90 industries. [1] 

Produced agricultural products are extremely im-

portant and indispensable in the life of man and society. 
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The political and socio-economic situation in the coun-

try, the financial situation and the psychological mood 

of all segments of the population largely depend on the 

provision of food to citizens and certain industries. 

Secondly, the fact that in accordance with the new 

legislation property, changed the social composition of 

farmers, expanded their rights as independent owners 

and citizens. 

Third, the role and responsibility of farmers for the 

fate and future of the Ukrainian state has increased. 

Having acquired the right to property, free labor and 

entrepreneurship, they had to use and preserve land ef-

fectively, take care of increasing its fertility, protect the 

environment from pollution and other harmful effects, 

increase the production of food and raw materials for 

industry. At the same time, their participation in solving 

the problems of increasing the efficiency of production, 

in socio-political life, responsibility for civic harmony, 

for the recovery of society on the basis of universal 

moral principles grew. 

Fourth, the development of the agricultural sector 

is influenced by the presence of political pluralism and 

multiparty system. This is especially evident in alterna-

tive approaches to land reform, which are formulated in 

the program documents of political parties and move-

ments, NGOs, defining the forms and methods of im-

plementation of various forms of ownership and man-

agement. 

Fifth, farmers are a significant group of voters. 

The composition of all, especially the lower levels of 

the representative government, largely depends on 

them. At meetings and gatherings, peasants express 

their attitude to the programs of political parties, public 

organizations, and public policy. A number of farmers 

participate in the activities of political parties, move-

ments, which gives rise to different understandings of 

the problems of political and economic life, the pace of 

state formation, the development of the agricultural 

sector and various actions in everyday life. 

Sixth, the role of farmers in the spiritual life is im-

portant. From them all layers of the intelligentsia are 

replenished. Its representatives take part in amateur 

performances, folklore groups, which contributes to the 

revival of the traditions of the spiritual life of the 

Ukrainian people. The relevance of the study is en-

hanced by the need to trace the process of economic 

change in the agricultural sector in a market economy, 

in the social structure of farmers. 

The market is the most effective way of organizing 

economic life, the functioning of the whole economy, 

as it ensures the rational distribution and use of all types 

of resources. It allows you to most effectively imple-

ment a naturally occurring system of exchange of eco-

nomic activities of people. 

The civilized market has a developed, complex 

and developed infrastructure. It includes financial and 

credit-banking systems, monetary system, stock and 

commodity exchanges, etc. A civilized market does not 

work without a developed infrastructure, including 

without its legal support. The market is a reflection not 

only of economic but also of fundamentally important 

political aspects of the country's development. After all, 

it is through market relations that goods are exchanged, 

which are produced by workers in agriculture and in-

dustry. The market satisfies all segments of the popula-

tion - urban and rural - with food and consumer goods. 

The psychological attitude of the whole people depends 

on the volume of the required goods, their quality and 

prices, and this affects their attitude to certain political 

forces and state policy. In turn, this affects the socio-

political situation in the country. Thus, the transition to 

a market economy is aimed not only at the restructuring 

of industrial relations, but also the establishment of the 

fundamental principles of the political system of an in-

dependent Ukrainian state. This fact gives the research 

topic special relevance. 

Chronologically, the study covers the period from 

the late 80's to mid-90's of the twentieth century. When 

determining the period of the study, it was taken into 

account that, despite the relatively short period of time, 

significant socio-historical events took place at the 

given historical stage. The most significant of them 

were: the proclamation of Ukraine as an independent 

state; defining the essence and directions of its eco-

nomic and social policy; formation of ways of priority 

social development of the village and agro-industrial 

complex in the national economy of Ukraine, imple-

mentation of radical land reform, revival of labor and 

spiritual traditions of the Ukrainian peasantry. New 

laws and regulations adopted in 1990–1992 were aimed 

at this. During the same period, measures were taken to 

change the economic system in the agricultural sector 

of Ukraine, and changes were made in the social struc-

ture of farmers and their relations with the state. In fact, 

this opened the movement to market relations, wide op-

portunities for the real formation of agricultural work-

ers' psychology and qualities of the master of produc-

tion. The degree of elaboration of the problem was 

taken into account in determining the research topic. 

Programs of political parties [2] and legislative acts of 

the state [3] are original publications. 

First, they contain significant factual material. 

Secondly, they formulate the provisions of theoretical-

problematic and methodological nature, assessment of 

certain processes occurring in society, the level of eco-

nomic development. The program documents of politi-

cal parties and public organizations, resolutions of their 

governing bodies contain assessments of the develop-

ment of the agricultural sector of Ukraine. The first 

group is assessments of the agrarian policy of the CPSU 

and the totalitarian Soviet state. The second is to high-

light the essence and causes of the crisis in the agricul-

tural sector of Ukraine in modern conditions. The third 

is to determine the prospects for the development of the 

agricultural sector and the essence of agrarian reform in 

Ukraine. A number of publications on the problem are 

analyzed in the monograph of V. Mykhailyuk "Histori-

ography of the development of agrarian relations in 

Ukraine (70's - early 90's)". In particular, the author car-

ried out an analytical review of publications and disser-

tations of O. Bondarchuk, M. Dmytrechenko, G. 

Moriy, V. Plysyuk, P. Tsytkilov, V. Shkvarts, in which 

the problems of agrarian relations in Ukraine in the 70-

80s of the XX century are investigated. . V. Mykhail-

yuk notes that the research of these scientists contains 
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significant factual material on changes in economic re-

lations in rural areas in connection with the two pro-

cesses that took place in Ukraine, as well as in the entire 

former Soviet Union. 

. First, from the second half of the 1970s to the end 

of the 1980s, in the agricultural sector, as well as in all 

sectors of the economy, there was excessive socializa-

tion based on the establishment of inter-farm coopera-

tion and agro-industrial integration. Secondly, in the 

second half of the 80s of the twentieth century. new cat-

egories of farmers have appeared in agricultural pro-

duction - tenants, family contracts. The authors, whose 

works are analyzed in the historiographical study of V. 

Mykhailyuk, mostly defended the integration process, 

believing that the basis of production relations in the 

agricultural sector will be inter-farm associations and 

agro-industrial associations [4]. The author shares the 

opinion of V. Mykhailyuk that such an approach is un-

founded. After all, the real situation in agriculture in 

Ukraine in the late 80's - early 90's of the twentieth cen-

tury. did not confirm this. In addition, collective farms 

and state farms were already being reformed into new 

structures of collective farms, and the first peasant 

(farmer) farms emerged. Peculiarities of the develop-

ment of the agricultural sector of the Ukrainian econ-

omy are considered in V. Davydenko's candidate's dis-

sertation "Ecological problems of the Ukrainian vil-

lage: socio-political aspect of regulation". Here it is 

reasonably shown that the most important cause of the 

crisis in the agriculture of Ukraine is the difficult envi-

ronmental situation. According to the author, it is 

largely associated with the negative manifestations of 

the collective and state farm system. In this regard, the 

scientist concludes that it is important to change the 

forms of ownership and management in the agricultural 

sector, to improve agricultural production. However, 

the author did not take into account alternative ap-

proaches to this issue, which are covered in the pro-

grams of new political parties and laws of Ukraine on 

the agrarian-peasant issue and have already been pub-

lished by the time of defense of the dissertation [5]. 

The problems raised by the mentioned dissertation 

were largely reflected in T. Salamatina's candidate's 

dissertation "Problems of agrarian relations in the ac-

tivity of modern political parties of Ukraine". The es-

sence and directions of development of production re-

lations in agriculture of Ukraine are covered in the anal-

ysis of socio-economic and political preconditions of 

development of new agrarian policy in Ukraine; con-

sideration of conceptual principles and alternative ap-

proaches to land reform and prospects for the develop-

ment of the agricultural sector based on changes in the 

economic system in Ukraine. These issues are consid-

ered mostly in theoretical and problematic terms. The 

dissertation essentially does not consider ways to 

change production relations in the agricultural sector, 

does not analyze new forms of management under the 

conditions when the principles of a market economy are 

established [6]. 

O. Nestorov's candidate's dissertation "Problems 

of democratization of production in the activity of po-

litical parties of Ukraine in the conditions of transition 

to market relations" is of some interest. In it the author 

does not consider aspects of this problem in the agricul-

tural sector, but many provisions on pluralism of own-

ership and management, the impact on the establish-

ment of new economic relations in all spheres of econ-

omy, industrial democracy are essential for assessing 

socio-political processes in agricultural production in 

Ukraine. First, political parties are presented as a factor 

in the development of industrial democracy in all sec-

tors of the economy. Secondly, on the basis of an ana-

lytical consideration of the provisions of the programs 

of modern political parties, their role in the formation 

of the ideology of management in the conditions of di-

versity and transition to a market economy is depicted. 

Third, the forms and directions of organization of po-

litical work on the social orientation of production on 

the way to the market are considered [7]. 

Assessments of the development of rent and the 

activity of cooperative enterprises are directly related 

to the processes taking place in the agricultural sector 

of Ukraine. Thus, the monograph makes a reasoned 

conclusion that on the basis of these forms of manage-

ment may change the economic system and the broad 

development of market relations in all spheres of the 

economy. However, materials about these processes in 

the Ukrainian countryside are not provided. Problems 

of development of industrial democracy as an im-

portant factor in the restructuring of agrarian relations 

in the transition to a market economy in historical re-

search is not disclosed at all. First, because this concept 

was not used by social scientists in Ukraine, as well as 

in the former USSR. This was first done by economist 

E. Rudyk in articles published in 1990-1991. They con-

sidered three aspects: a) the importance of Western ex-

perience in the development of industrial democracy 

for the USSR; b) on the forecasts of Western scholars 

on the development of industrial democracy in the 

USSR; c) the development of industrial democracy in 

Russia during the transition to a market economy. E. 

Rudyk cites the position of a number of Western schol-

ars that the development of industrial democracy in the 

USSR (articles written before the collapse of the 

USSR) will be possible only with changes in the eco-

nomic system, the establishment of private property, 

development of cooperative forms of management, 

joint stock goods. E. Rudyk especially emphasized the 

position that democracy in production should be based 

mainly on property (although there is a connection be-

tween them), but on the inalienable right of every 

worker to participate in the management of production 

and distribution of labor, regardless of whether he has 

a share property of the enterprise or not [8]. 

There are no special works of Ukrainian social sci-

entists on the development of industrial democracy in 

the agricultural sector. But this problem is to some ex-

tent considered in historical research on the state of pro-

duction and socio-political processes in the Ukrainian 

countryside in the second half of the 80's - early 90's. 

The problems of industrial democracy, in fact, are 

reflected in the works. V. Shkvarets, devoted to various 

aspects of the manifestation of collective farm democ-

racy. At the same time, the latter is completely identi-

fied with the concept and essence of "industrial democ-

racy" and is a standard of participation of farmers in 
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solving industrial and social problems [9]. Meanwhile, 

industrial democracy is manifested in the conditions of 

diversity and various forms of management in agricul-

tural production. 

V. Plysyuk considers the problems of industrial 

democracy in two directions in his doctoral dissertation 

"Industrial relations in the countryside in the agrarian 

policy of the CPSU (1965-1989. On the materials of 

Ukraine)" [10]. First, this problem is considered in 

terms of intra-collective production relations - the in-

troduction of more progressive forms of organization 

and remuneration. In this regard, the disorderly forms 

of labor organization, collective bargaining with piece-

rate bonuses and hourly advances, the activities of 

rental teams, self-supporting relations were analyzed 

and evaluated. The dissertation concluded that on the 

basis of the introduction of these forms of management 

expanded the democratic principles of farm manage-

ment, increased creative activity of farmers, their desire 

to jointly solve problems of industrial and social nature. 

Secondly, V. Plysyuk argues that the development of 

inter-economic cooperation contributed to the deepen-

ing of industrial democracy. Thus in the positive plan it 

is a question of influence of these processes on break-

ing of a format of intracollective economy, conver-

gence and merging of the existing patterns of owner-

ship in uniform - the state. Thus, in these works, the 

problem of industrial democracy in the agricultural sec-

tor of Ukraine is considered in passing, without taking 

into account the fact that it is most effective in a market 

economy. 

Some aspects of the state of industrial relations in 

the agricultural sector of Ukraine in the second half of 

the 80's and early 90's were reflected in the brochures 

"The main directions of reform of the agricultural sec-

tor of independent Ukraine." "New legislative acts of 

Ukraine on the agrarian-peasant issue", brochures by P. 

Tsytkilov, K. Levchuk "Agrarian problems in the pro-

grams of modern political parties of Ukraine", articles 

by N. Baranovska, P. Panchenko. [11] First, they sub-

stantiate the conclusion that the way out of the crisis 

should be a course to change production relations 

through the establishment of diversity and various 

forms of management. Secondly, the essence of agrar-

ian relations under the conditions of a market economy 

is formulated in the programs of Ukrainian parties and 

new legislative acts of Ukraine on the agrarian-peasant 

issue. Third, it reflects to some extent how farmers per-

ceive land reform and new forms of management. Of 

particular interest for our study are the works of econo-

mists and agricultural scientists, such as P. Haidutsky, 

V. Yeremenko, P. Sabluk, V. Mesel-Veselyak, V. 

Khodakivsky, V. Yurchyshyn. [12] 

They analyze the problems of radical land reform 

under market conditions. Their conceptual approaches 

to the formation of national independence, market 

economy and economic change in the agricultural sec-

tor of Ukraine are largely based on the economic plat-

forms of the Ukrainian Peasant Democratic Party, So-

cial Democratic Party of Ukraine, Democratic Party of 

Ukraine, Progressive Farmers' Association of Ukraine. 

In particular, the works of these economists specify the 

program provisions of these parties on the problems of 

various forms of ownership and management, ways to 

reform collective farms and state farms into new forms 

of collective farms, farming development, pricing, 

principles of procurement, procurement and sale of ag-

ricultural products. 

It should be noted that research focused on as-

sessing the evolution of public organizations, their 

place in socio-political activities, was continued by F. 

Joss, O. Kropyvko, N. Goncharuk, S. Kolomiyets, O. 

Kadenyuk. [13] Chronologically, their works are lim-

ited to the first half of the 90s of the twentieth century. 

At the same time, F. Joss defined the definition of "pub-

lic organization" as a voluntary association of citizens, 

which is formed mainly for professional interests and 

contributes to solving problems in accordance with 

their statutory requirements. [14. p.5] The researcher 

focuses on the activities of trade unions, youth and 

women's organizations, creative unions and consumer 

cooperatives. However, in our opinion, to attribute con-

sumer cooperation to public organizations is problem-

atic, because the activities of public organizations are 

usually aimed at protecting the rights and freedoms of 

citizens, the realization of their interests in the non-

profit sphere. 

O. Kropyvko analyzes the participation of public 

organizations in the reform of the agro-industrial com-

plex in terms of the introduction of market relations. 

The statement of the researcher about belonging to pub-

lic associations of the Ukrainian fund of support of 

peasant (farmer) farms is debatable. The activities of 

the fund indicate that it is a state specialized structure 

that performed the functions of implementing state pol-

icy to support peasant (farmer) farms. In our opinion, 

the judgment on the inexpediency of classifying asso-

ciations by areas of activity is also controversial, as the 

registration of public organizations in the Ministry of 

Justice by name did not reflect their functional orienta-

tion. [15. p. 14] Meanwhile, according to the instruc-

tions on state statistical reporting, the direction of ac-

tivity and socio-demographic composition of the mem-

bers of the public organization (veteran, charitable, 

environmental, etc.) must be taken into account. As a 

number of public organizations acquired the right to 

preferences from the state, this affected their classifica-

tion. 

Among the studies published at the beginning of 

the XXI century, we should highlight the works of S. 

Zhyvora, V. Kornienko, G. Kryvchyk, S. Padalka, the 

collective monograph "Ukrainian model of agricultural 

cooperation: stages of formation and development", 

[16] and articles by many other researchers who deal 

with the problems of agricultural policy at the present 

stage. The general conclusion of the given analysis: the 

majority of works raises a problem of changes of indus-

trial relations in the village not only in the plan plan, 

but also as that that needs priority consideration. 

At the same time, the authors comprehensively 

studied the purely practical side of the problem, which 

concerns the economic justification of the need to 

change production relations in the agricultural sector, 

set out in the works of agricultural scientists and econ-

omists. [17] 
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The source base of scientific research consists of 

published documentary and archival materials. 

Published documentary materials can be divided 

into four groups. The first is the programs, statutes of 

political parties and public organizations, materials of 

their congresses, conferences, governing bodies, 

speeches of leaders and other leaders, which are pub-

lished as brochures, publications in periodicals. It con-

tains provisions on the ways of building an independent 

Ukrainian state on democratic principles, on the es-

sence and directions of modern land reform, the expan-

sion of the rights of farmers in solving the problem of 

management and socio-political life. The second group 

of published documents - laws and regulations (laws of 

the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, Presidential decrees, 

decrees and resolutions of the Cabinet of Ministers of 

Ukraine, regulations and instructions of the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food, Ministry of Economy, Ministry 

of Finance of Ukraine, their local authorities). They 

contain guidelines of a legal nature on the establish-

ment of diversity in the economy, including in the agri-

cultural sector, the application of market principles of 

management. 

The specificity of the study of documents that re-

flect the processes in the agricultural sector of Ukraine 

in the transition to market relations, was that they con-

tain not only direct but also incidental information, ie 

there is information not only about the main subject, but 

also data, facts about activities of political parties, pub-

lic associations, the implementation of land reform, 

changes in the social composition of farmers, the re-

sults of management of various categories of agricul-

tural enterprises. This necessitated the use of a compar-

ative-historical method, which involves a synthetic un-

derstanding of the historical process, based on a 

specific analysis of historical facts. All aspects of 

changes in the economic system in Ukraine under mar-

ket conditions were studied taking into account the spe-

cific historical conditions, the specifics of the formation 

of pluralism of ownership and management in agricul-

tural production and in chronological order. 

The third group includes statistical collections, pe-

riodic reports of the Ministry of Statistics of Ukraine, 

relevant departments of other ministries, in which have 

factual material about the situation in agriculture, the 

results of management of collective, farming, state 

structures, changes in the social structure of farmers. 

The fourth group consists of official materials in the pe-

riodical press (magazines, newspapers of political par-

ties and public organizations, publications of govern-

ment agencies) on the implementation of land reform, 

organizational and advocacy activities among farmers, 

their participation in production and socio-political life. 

A number of materials are concentrated in the fund 

1 "Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine" of the Central State Ar-

chive of the highest authorities and administration of 

Ukraine. Researchers' attention was drawn to descrip-

tion 22 (Commission Department), which reflects the 

participation of public organizations in legislative ac-

tivities in 1991-1996. Local associations of the Associ-

ation of Farmers of Ukraine took an active part in the 

development of bills aimed at developing new forms of 

management in rural areas and supporting the farmers' 

movement, which is reflected in Spr. 1873 and 1884 of 

the same description. 

It should be noted that documents on modern land 

reform, the transition to a market economy are largely 

stored in the current archives of political parties, NGOs, 

government agencies (minutes of governing bodies, 

meetings of regional, district, grassroots parties, NGOs, 

sessions of People's Councils deputies, orders of local 

state administrations, reports of members of parties, 

public organizations, deputies, employees of state bod-

ies, special commissions to study certain aspects of 

economic and social development of the village, organ-

izational and advocacy implementation of measures to 

change the economic system in the agricultural sector 

of Ukraine, participation of farmers in solving issues of 

a production nature and socio-political life). The most 

widely used materials are the current archives of the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food of Ukraine, the Min-

istry of Statistics of Ukraine, the Association of Farm-

ers of Ukraine (their central and local bodies), the 

Council of Collective Farms of Ukraine (central and re-

gional). The most typical facts are selected and gener-

alized, data that reflect the changes in the economic 

system in the agricultural sector and allowed to analyze 

the positive and negative aspects of this process. The 

results of sociological research on the attitude of farm-

ers to the new legislation on the agrarian-peasant issue, 

measures to change the economic system in the agricul-

tural sector of Ukraine are used. 

The source studies are publications of periodicals 

- publications of public authorities, political parties, 

public organizations, which contain a variety of factual 

material and relevant assessments of agricultural rela-

tions in Ukraine in a market economy. 

The research method is problematic and partly 

problem-chronological when it comes to the dynamics 

of certain phenomena and processes. Their analysis 

takes into account that in modern conditions the plural-

ism of the methodological basis of the research is re-

vealed. First, the methodological and theoretical nature 

of the program documents of political parties and 

movements, formulated provisions of an evaluative na-

ture and identified their approaches to solving the 

agrarian-peasant issue and the principles of democratic 

economic management in terms of building Ukrainian 

statehood. Secondly, the legislative and normative acts 

of modern power structures on the agrarian-peasant 

question have a conceptual and methodological charac-

ter. Third, methodological and theoretical provisions on 

the nature, directions, specific forms of economic 

change in the agricultural sector, including the devel-

opment of industrial democracy based on market rela-

tions, formulated in the works of agricultural scientists, 

recommendations of scientific and theoretical confer-

ences, symposia on agricultural peasant question. 

The assessment of the nature and process of socio-

economic transformations in the agricultural sector, its 

place and role in the socio-political life of independent 

Ukraine takes into account the provisions contained in 

political documents and statements of higher bodies of 

public organizations of Ukraine. 
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In studying this topic, it is appropriate to use the 

principle of knowledge of objective historical truth, be-

cause the truth of history is, after all, a true idea of his-

torical reality. At the same time, it is taken into account 

that the principle historicism, organically inherent in 

scientific knowledge as a methodology of objective 

thinking and action, means the most complete imple-

mentation of a systematic approach to the study of the 

problem. A systematic approach is one of the most im-

portant methods of historical knowledge. 

Therefore, the attitude to the study of issues in 

connection with specific experience forces, taking into 

account the results of certain political parties, NGOs, to 

identify the direction of their socio-political positions, 

views, effectiveness of their forms, methods and tools 

among certain segments of the population in order to 

instill in them their conceptual principles and specific 

tasks. In this regard, it is important to adhere to the prin-

ciple of comparison, which makes it possible to identify 

common and sharply different approaches of political 

parties, movements, and public organizations to the 

fateful goal of establishing Ukrainian statehood. 

The application of the principle of historicism al-

lows to analyze and evaluate the process of formation 

of multiparty system in Ukraine, inter-party struggle in 

the process of state formation, identification of ways, 

forms and methods of implementing measures to 

change the economic system based on market relations 

in all sectors of the economy. 

The scientific novelty of the research results is the 

fact that the study is in fact the first attempt at a com-

prehensive view of the problems of agricultural rela-

tions in Ukraine under market conditions. New assess-

ments of the state agrarian policy are presented, which 

allows expanding the idea of the essence of land re-

form, directions of economic change in agriculture of 

Ukraine, forms of reforming current agricultural enter-

prises and farming development, social composition of 

farmers in pluralism of ownership and management, 

their place in socio-political life of the modern Ukrain-

ian state. 

Conclusions. A comprehensive study of the de-

velopment of agrarian relations in Ukraine in the tran-

sition to a market economy has not yet been conducted. 

The question of the impact of radical land reform on the 

change of the economic system in the agricultural sec-

tor in the first years of building an independent state is 

not covered. The ways of approving new forms of man-

agement in a market economy, factors of changes in the 

social composition of farmers, intensification of their 

participation in production activities, socio-political 

life are not considered. However, the practical signifi-

cance of the analyzed works is that the new factual ma-

terial, main provisions and conclusions can be used for 

theoretical understanding of ways and means of further 

steps of land reform in Ukraine, preparation and adop-

tion of new legislation on the problems of diversity in 

rural production. 
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